M E ? A L EADER ?
I never used to see myself as a leader. In fact, it made me uncomfortable when others referred to me
as one. I came into Aglow leadership at the Lighthouse level when I was 19 years old, and I thought it
was because God just needed someone to hold the place open until a more qualified person came
along.
I would look at the anointed, vibrant people I served with, and compared to them and their natural
skills, I felt like I brought nothing to the table. But I could be a place holder until a more anointed,
better qualified leader came along and I did believe the Lord would bring the right woman along to
step into the place I was keeping open.
That was 35 years ago and I am still in Aglow leadership. No one ever came along to take my place,
but I have a much clearer picture of things now. One of the things I did not understand then was that
God calls people for His plans and His purposes. His thoughts and ways are so much higher than ours
that I could never begin to fathom how He came to call me to leadership. But I did learn that when He
calls a person to something, He gives all you need; everything you must have, to do it and do it with
excellence.
Let me tell you this important truth. You are not in leadership by accident. You may look back upon
your journey into this and wonder what the Lord was thinking when He put you there, just as I did.
But He is purposeful and strategic in all He does, and you are here for such a time as this. (Acts 17:26)
It is important that you start to see yourself as a leader because that is how God sees you. Walk like a
leader. Learn the language of Heavenly leadership. Become comfortable with that calling He has
gifted into you. Understand how vital your role is in the Kingdom. God looked at all the people who
serve Him and specifically chose you for this part.
Graham Cooke said, “What do you see when you look at yourself in Christ? What is the mirror-image
of His favor and His kindness and His love? What grace is yours, right now, today, to be made in His
image? When God speaks to you His words are Spirit and Life. And, when you embrace them it is like
holding up a mirror in front of your face, and when you embrace the Word of the Lord, you see it
reflected because the Word of God is a mirror that enables you to see who you are really becoming.
In that mirror, do you believe what God believes about you?”
Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them.
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P RACTICAL A PPLIC ATION
1. In Genesis 37 we see a young Joseph, a shepherd, tending the flocks of his father. Young
Joseph had dreams and the exuberance to tell all who would listen. Being highly favored by
his father, his brothers were already jealous. Those dreams did not help! Yet God planted in
Joseph a dream that would not only save him and a nation, but his whole family.
God has planted within each one of us something vital that is needed in today’s world. Maybe
your siblings made fun of you for this quality when you were little. Maybe your parents and
teachers even discouraged you in the dreams God has planted in your heart.
As we listen together to soaking music, ask the Holy Spirit to renew those dreams, giftings,
and talents that your Father gifted you with before you were born. Now is the time of their
arising in your life. The world is waiting!
And if those special blessings given only to you are so far pushed down that you cannot even
see them, ask the Holy Spirit to open your own eyes to see yourself from Heaven’s point of
view.
Now sit quietly, pen in hand and write as you begin to see who you really are!

2. In the book of Esther, we find a young, orphaned girl. Her parents had been murdered and a
kindly uncle had taken her in to raise. Suddenly the king was in need of a queen and all the
beautiful young girls were whisked away to the palace to see who might make a suitable
queen.
It would have been easy for Esther to disqualify herself. She was too young. She was
orphaned. She did not have a mother to teach her queenly things! No excuse could stop the
plan of God.
Often, we use excuses to disqualify ourselves from stepping into the places God is calling us. “I
am too young. I am too old. I do not have the training. I need more training!” Yet God has His
hand in the small of your back, propelling you into the future.
Waiting in His Presence, ask the Lord if there are places where He is calling you, yet you kept
giving excuses. As He opens your eyes to see, ask Him to forgive you for being reluctant. In
faith that He will do for you, what He did for Esther and the many others He has called, place
your hand in His hand and rise. This is the time of your arising!
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